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SERVICES ACT IN GEORGIA

Because Kids Deserve to Grow Up in Families

The Family First Prevention Services Act is centered around the policy themes of 
safely preventing unnecessary placement and promoting family-based care. Family 
First is not about removing options or services from Georgia’s child welfare system. 
Rather, Family First opens up a path to federal Title IV-E funding that can be used for
evidence-based services to help safely support children and youth to remain with
their families or kin caregivers.

 In 2021, the Family First Section at the Department of Human Services’ Division of 
Family & Children Services (DFCS) convened the Prevention Services Workgroup. 
This workgroup was open to representatives from all child- and family-serving 
providers across Georgia and included DFCS staff from every region in the state as 
well as representatives from sister agencies. The Prevention Services Workgroup 
members worked with the Family First Section and our technical assistance 
providers at Chapin Hall to recommend a list of evidence-based prevention services 
WKDW�FDQ�EHVW�VXSSRUW�HOLJLEOH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�IDPLOLHV��7KH�ĆQDO�OLVW�RI�ĆYH�VHUYLFHV�
were then selected by DFCS leadership and included in Georgia’s draft Title IV-E 
Prevention Plan submitted in fall 2021. 
 

Evidence-Based Prevention Services Included 
in Georgia’s Title IV-E Prevention Plan 

Functional Family
 Therapy

Multisystemic Therapy Healthy Families 
America

Parents as Teachers Brief Strategic Family Therapy
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Because Kids Deserve to Grow Up in Families

Georgia is planning an intentionally phased approach to Family First services. As of 
WKLV�ZULWLQJ�LQ�VSULQJ�������ZH�DUH�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�WKH�OLVWLQJ�RI�WKH�ĆUVW�RSSRUWXQLW\�RQ
�WKH�*HRUJLD�3URFXUHPHQW�5HJLVWU\��:KLOH�ZH�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�H[FLWHPHQW�RI�
DSSURDFKLQJ�WKH�ĆUVW�SKDVH�RI�)DPLO\�)LUVW�VHUYLFHV�KHUH�LQ�*HRUJLD��ZH�DVN�DOO�RXU�
VWDNHKROGHUV�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKLV�LV�RQO\�WKH�ĆUVW�RI�ZKDW�ZLOO�EH�PXOWLSOH�ZDYHV�RI�
)DPLO\�)LUVW�VHUYLFH�UROORXWV��7KLV�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�WKRXJKWIXOO\�EXLOG�)DPLO\�)LUVW�
VHUYLFHV�RYHU�WLPH�DQG�LQ�D�PDQQHU�WKDW�LV�FRQGXFLYH�WR�VHUYLQJ�WKH�QHHGV�RI�RXU�
YDULRXV�UHJLRQV��FRXQWLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV��

 ,Q������DQG�EH\RQG��ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�FRQWLQXLQJ�WKLV�ZRUN�ZLWK�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�
SDUWQHUV�WR�DGYDQFH�WKH�VSLULW�DQG�JRDOV�RI�)DPLO\�)LUVW��:H�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�FRQYHQH�
RXU�/HDGHUVKLS�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO�DQG�ZRUN�ZLWK�&KDSLQ�+DOO�DQG�WKH�&DUO�9LQVRQ�
,QVWLWXWH�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�IRU�WHFKQLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH��7R�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�XV��SOHDVH�UHDFK�
RXW�WR�VXSSRUW#EOXHSULQWIDPLO\ĆUVW�RUJ���

Resources
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Keep up with Family First progress in 
Georgia & sign up for our newsletter at 
ǕɅɅȬȷؚإإɦɦɦؘƣǳɍƲȬȯǛǾɅǌƇǼǛǳɬ˚ȯȷɅؘȉȯǍإ٪

Learn about evidence-based prevention 
services on the federal Title IV-E Clearinghouse:

https://preventionservices.acf.hhs.gov/ 
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