Information on the Title IV-E Child Welfare Education Program
In the state of Georgia
The Title IV-E Child Welfare Education Program (IV-E Program) is an educational program that pays for tuition, fees, books and mileage for persons interested in a career in public child welfare in Georgia or for current Georgia Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) staff who wish to upgrade their professional skills and training.

Who sponsors the grant?

The Title IV-E Child Welfare Education Program is a partnership between ten Georgia Schools of Social Work and the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services.  The ten Schools of Social Work include: Albany State University, Augusta State University, Clark Atlanta University, Dalton State College, Georgia State University, Kennesaw State University, Savannah State University, Thomas University, University of Georgia, and Valdosta State University.

What are the requirements for the grant?

The grant is open to all current DFCS employees and those interested in a career in child welfare.  Potential students should be interested in obtaining a Bachelors of Social Work (B.S.W.) and/or a Masters of Social Work (M.S.W.) degree.  Once in the program, students will participate in courses in child welfare practice and complete a field placement in a Georgia DFCS office. The student repays the program funds by working for Georgia DFCS in a social services position for a specified period of time (typically one calendar year of employment for every academic year IV-E funding was received).

Title IV-E Child Welfare Education Program Application Process

The application process is as follows:
· If you are not familiar with the position of Social Services Case Manager, please go the web site www.dhrjobs.com and click on “Division of Family & Children Services, Social Services, Immediate Openings.” Under the heading: “Interested in a Career in Social Work?” click on “Overview of Georgia Social Services Child Welfare.” There you will find the “Overview of Social Services Child Welfare Positions.” This will give you information about the position you are expected to take once you complete your degree. If after reading the Overview and taking the assessment, you are still interested in a career with DFCS, then proceed.
· Apply to one of the ten schools of social work for either a Bachelor of Social Work (B.S.W.) or Master of Social Work (M.S.W.) degree. Links to the schools may be found on the IV-E website at https://www.gadfcs.org/grant/cwg.jsp. The link for the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) required by most M.S.W. programs is http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.fab2360b1645a1de9b3a0779f1751509/?vgnextoid=b195e3b5f64f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
· Also apply for the IV-E Program at the same time. The application is completed online at https://www.gadfcs.org/grant/cwg.jsp.   Make sure to designate which schools of social work you would like to receive a copy of your application.
· Once you have been accepted into a school of social work, the school will schedule an interview with you for the IV-E Program. We typically have more applicants for the IV-E Program than the schools have slots. We interview students to determine who will be accepted into the IV-E Program.

· After the interview process the school of social work will notify the student to let them know whether or not they have been accepted into the IV-E Program.
· Note: It is possible to be accepted into a school of social work but not in the IV-E Program. If that is the case, then the student is required to pay their own tuition.
· Note: If you are applying for a B.S.W degree, you will not be eligible to participate in the Title IV-E Program until you are accepted into a school of social work (usually in your junior year). If you have to take pre-requisite classes before you can be accepted into a school of social work, then you are responsible for paying for those classes.
· Note: If you are a current employee of the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS), in addition to the application process outlined above, you will also need to have a completed Staff Enrichment and Educational Development (S.E.E.D.) application or a letter of support signed by your immediate supervisor and approval authority. The S.E.E.D. application and the list of approval authorities (based on you position) may be found at the IV-E web site at https://www.gadfcs.org/grant/cwg.jsp. You should bring the completed S.E.E.D. application or the letter of support to the IV-E interview. Those DFCS employees, who fail to bring the required documents, will not be considered for the IV-E Program.

Contact Information

For information regarding the Title IV-E Program at:
Albany State University
Savannah State University
Thomas University
University of Georgia
Valdosta State University

Please contact Angie Saturday, MS, LMSW, IV-E Program Coordinator at (404) 460-7817 or via email at ansaturday@dhr.state.ga.us.

For information regarding the Title IV-E Program at:
Augusta State University
Clark Atlanta University
Dalton State College
Georgia State University
Kennesaw State University

Please contact L. Denise Edwards, MSW, IV-E Program Coordinator at (404) 656-3619 or via email at ldedwards@dhr.state.ga.us.
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