LIM Assistance Units Lesson Plan

June 2, 2008

The Train Track
	Suggestions for a training session to review LIM Assistance Units


What’s in this packet?

Lesson Plan--
gives step-by-step instructions for what to say about the 




policy and directions for using the enclosed handouts

Handouts--

to be given to each participant.  This material is used to




clarify, demonstrate, and practice the new policy

Exercise

Keys--

to make you look really smart!

Purpose of the Meeting:
We are meeting to review the policy relating to determining LIM Assistance Units and Living with a Specified Relative.
Prepare for the Meeting

	Presenter’s Preparation
	Participant’s Preparation

	Schedule a time and place for the meeting.
	Set aside meeting time and plan work schedule accordingly.

	Notify participants of the time, place, and topic.
	Complete meeting preparation:

	Assign pre-meeting preparation to the participants:
· Read:  Manual Resources 2162, 2600, 2610, 2245 and 2640
· Submit questions by _____ (assign a date)


	Ask participants to submit questions about current or new policy and procedure.

	Accept questions from participants and research answers as necessary.
	Bring to training:

	Make copies of the LIM Participant Guide found at the end of this Train Track for each participant.
	

	You may want a flip chart stand and pens, use your own judgment.
	

	Study and review the contents of the Train Track material.
	

	Prepare any visual aids you want to use (flip charts, overheads, etc.)
	


Notes to the trainer: It is important that you follow the preparation steps for this short training.  This training will take about one hour if the staff being trained have followed the pre-meeting preparation. 

OPEN THE MEETING
State the purpose of the meeting:
Participants will be able to determine the assistance unit for LIM.
Distribute copies of LIM Assistance Unit Participant Guide to participants.

Explain how the remainder of the meeting will be organized:

· Prepare a flip chart of class expectations (this may come from the questions they submitted prior to the meeting.)
· Prepare a flipchart of your expectations as a trainer (suggested ideas: be an active participant, respect others, no cell phones, etc.)

· Policy review will occur

· Participants will complete an exercise to test their understanding of the material covered.
OUTLINE

I.
Determining LIM Assistance Units 


(MR 2162, 2600, and 2610)

II.
Living with a Specified Relative


(MR 2245 and 2640)

III.
Determining the Members of a LIM AU

A. DETERMINING LIM ASSISTANCE UNITS (MR 2162, 2600, AND 2610)

A. The LIM assistance unit includes individuals for whom Medicaid is requested and for whom coverage is available.

B. A child must be related to and living in the home with a specified relative in order to be included in the AU.  (SFU policy does not apply to LIM.)

C. The natural or adoptive parent(s) of a child for whom LIM has been requested must be included in the AU unless the parent receives SSI, is ineligible, or is penalized.

A. LIVING WITH A SPECIFIED RELATIVE (MR 2245 and 2640)

A.
LIM policy requires children live in the home of a specified relative in order to be included in the LIM AU.

	TRAINER’S NOTE: 
	Remind participants that a home is a family setting maintained by the AU; it is not simply a physical structure. Living in the home together includes a family residence, a homeless shelter, a battered women’s shelter, living with others, etc.

Refer to page 2245-1 in the ESS manual and review the following definition and degrees of relationship. Give examples of each as participants fill in the “Degrees of Relationship for LIM” in their Participant Guide. Refer to Trainer Resources for the key.


B. The following meet the relationships meet the requirements  

of the specified relative:

· parents (either by birth, legal adoption or step-relationship)

· grandparents (up to great-great-great)

· siblings (whole, half or step)

· aunts/uncles (up to great-great)

· nieces/nephews (up to great-great)

· first cousin
· first cousin once removed (the child of a first cousin)  
· spouses of any person named in the above group, even after the 
marriage is terminated by death or divorce.


  EXCEPTION:  The spouse of a stepparent or the spouse of a stepsibling 
  is NOT within the specified degree of relationship.

  EXAMPLES:
A parent can apply for her child.

A grandparent can apply for her grandchild.

An adult sister can apply for her minor brother.

An uncle can apply for his niece.

A nephew can apply for his minor aunt.

A first cousin can apply for his/her first cousin.

The child of a first cousin can apply for a  minor cousin.

An ex-husband in the home can apply for his step-child. (Providing the natural mother is not in the home or does not meet all points of eligibility)

B.
Relationship is established by birth, marriage, legal    adoption, or legal guardianship.

Exception: Legal Guardians do not meet the relationship requirement and cannot receive LIM on behalf of a child; consider eligibility of child under RSM.

C. An individual who has legal custody of a child does not meet the relationship requirement.

D. Accept A/R’s statement for living arrangements and relationship unless questionable.

1.
For paternal relatives establish paternity first and then accept A/R’s statement. (MR 2640)

2.
If relationship is questionable, document the questionable circumstances and verify by TPS.

III. DETERMINING THE MEMBERS OF A LIM AU

A.
The A/R may voluntarily exclude a child and his/her income and resources from the LIM AU. An excluded child may be included in another LIM AU or a different COA.

EXAMPLE:
Mr. and Mrs. Banks live with their nephews, Leon (14) and Tyler (6).  Potentially there could be two LIM AUs.  Mr. Banks could receive LIM with one of the children and Mrs. Banks could receive with the other child in a separate AU.

B.      A child eligible for Newborn Medicaid may be included or                

excluded from the LIM AU at the option of the A/R. 

C.     Other relatives within the specified degree of relationship 

    can be included in the AU.

D.     A non-parent relative or a child who does not meet an    

    eligibility requirement is excluded from the LIM AU. The

    income and resources of the excluded individual are also   

    excluded.

E.     Ineligible aliens are not to be included in the LIM AU, but    

                  their children can be approved under LIM, if they meet all 

                  requirements.

F.     Penalized individuals are excluded from the LIM AU , 

                  however, their resources and income are considered in 

                  determining financial eligibility. A child is never penalized. 

                  (MR 2657).

1. Failure/refusal to meet enumeration

2. Failure/refusal to cooperate with CSS

3. Failure/refusal to cooperate with TPR

4. Failure/refusal to declare/verify citizenship or alien status

G. 
Ineligible individuals are excluded from the AU.

H.     Remind participants AU members may be temporary  

absent from the home due to treatment, training, or      employment (MR 2610-4 and 2610-6).
	TRAINER’S NOTE:
	Review the following examples to illustrate common LIM AUs.  Point out to Participants they have a copy of these examples in their Participant Guide.  Ask them to fill in their answers on their copy as you review the examples.


AU EXAMPLES:

1. Ellen Tucker is six months pregnant. She lives with her boyfriend Henry Wilson and her daughter Heather (2). Henry is the father of her unborn child but he is not the father of Heather. Determine the LIM AU.

          LIM AU:  Ellen and Heather

2. Denise Wright lives with her son Ricky (7) and her niece Sophie (9). Determine the possible LIM AUs.

          Possible LIM AUs:  Denise, Ricky and Sophie







  Or





       Denise and Ricky






            Or





       Denise and Sophie

         These options depend on which child(ren) request for      

         assistance is made.

3. Roy Hunt lives with his wife Becky, their son Michael (15) and their daughter Tracey (13). Becky receives SSI.

         Determine the LIM AU.

         LIM AU:  Roy, Michael and Tracey

4. Gina Morgan lives with her husband Robert, her child Jack (10), Robert’s daughter Melissa (8) and their mutual child Chris (3). Determine the LIM AU.

         LIM AU:  Everyone

	TRAINER’S NOTE:
	Have Participants complete “LIM AU Exercise” and review. Refer to Trainer Resources for the key.


Trainer 

Resources
Degrees of Relationship for LIM

(MR 2245)
The following relationships are within the specified degree to apply for LIM for a child:

· Parents (either by birth, legal adoption or step-relationship)
· Grandparents (up to great-great-great
· Siblings (whole, half or step
· Aunts/Uncles (up to great-great)
· Nieces/Nephews (up to great-great)
· First Cousin
· First Cousin once removed (the child of a first cousin
· Spouses of any person named in the above group, even after the marriage is terminated by death or divorce.
Relationship is established by one of the following:

·    Birth


·    Marriage


·    Legal Adoption


· __Legal Guardianship _(Except LIM))__
 Legal Custody is not considered a specified degree of relationship in LIM.

LIM AU EXERCISE KEY

Determine the LIM AU in the following situations.

1. John Jones receives LIM for himself and his son David (6). He reports his nephew Patrick (8) moved in with him. Can Patrick be added to the existing LIM case? Why?

Yes, he is within the specified degree of relationship to Mr. Jones

2. Mary Cooper receives LIM for herself, her husband Roger and their children Bruce (11) and Katie (9). Ms. Cooper has been notified her SSI will begin 11/1/07. How will the LIM be affected? Whose Income and resources will be included?

If Mrs. Cooper begins to receive SSI she will be removed from the LIM AU. None of her income (or resources) will be considered towards the LIM eligibility determination.  Income and resources that belong to Mr. Cooper, Bruce and Katie will be counted in the LIM budget.

3. Helen Morris receives LIM for herself, her daughter Stephanie (17) and her son Neal (14). She reports Stephanie has had a baby and would like to receive her own LIM assistance with her baby. Can Stephanie and her baby be removed from the existing LIM AU and receive LIM in a separate AU? Why?

No, Stephanie is a minor. LIM policy requires minor children live in the home of a specified relative in order to be included in a LIM AU. She must remain in the AU with her mother in order to receive LIM. 

Her newborn baby can either be added to the existing LIM AU or receive Newborn Medicaid.

4. Gail Turner lives with her husband Tom. Their grandchildren Ashley (4) and Amanda (6) move into the home with them. Ashley and Amanda are sisters. Mrs. Turner would like LIM for everyone if possible. Who would be included in the LIM? 

The best option to include everyone in a LIM AU is for Mrs. Turner to receive LIM with one of the girls and Mr. Turner to receive with the other. There would be two separate LIM AUs. The girls do not have to receive LIM in the same AU.

5. Tim Harris receives LIM for himself and his children Luke (9) and Tyra (11). Mr. Harris reports his younger brother, Bobby (15) has move into their home. Can Bobby be added to the existing LIM AU? Why?

    Yes, he is within the specified degree of relationship to Mr.   

    Harris

6. Jamal (10) and his sister Jannette (12) live with their mother’s best friend Rachel Jordan. Who would be included in the LIM AU? Whose income and resources would be included?

No one.  Ms. Jordan does not meet the specified degree of relationship to the children required in LIM policy.  A CMD can be done to consider RSM for the children since RSM does not require relationship to be established. 

LIM Assistance Units
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Participant Guide

OUTLINE

I.
Determining LIM Assistance Units 


(MR 2162, 2600, and 2610)

II.
Living with a Specified Relative


(MR 2245 and 2640)

III.
Determining the Members of a LIM AU

Degrees of Relationship for LIM

(MR 2245)

The following relationships are within the specified degree to apply for LIM for a child:

















             (Continued)
Relationship is established by one of the following:

· ____________________________________________

____________________ is not considered a specified degree of relationship in LIM.

Determining a LIM AU

(MR 2610)

·     A child can be voluntarily excluded from the LIM AU and be   

         included in another LIM AU or a different COA.

·     Non-parent relatives who meet all the eligibility 

         requirements can be included in the AU.  If included, their 

         Income and resources are included.

·    A non-parent relative or a child who does not meet all    

        eligibility requirements are excluded from the AU. Their

        income and resources are also excluded.

·     Ineligible aliens are not included in the LIM but their 

        children can be approved under LIM if they meet all    

        eligibility requirements.

·     Penalized individuals are excluded from the LIM AU.  

        However, their income and resources are considered in 

        determining financial eligibility
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·     AU members may be temporarily out of the home due to 

        treatment, training or employment and remain in the LIM 

        AU. 

LIM AU EXAMPLES

1.
Ellen Tucker is six months pregnant. She lives with her boyfriend Henry Wilson and her daughter Heather (2). Henry is the father of her unborn child but he is not the father of Heather. Determine the LIM AU.

LIM AU: 

2.
Denise Wright lives with her son Ricky (7) and her niece Sophie (9). Determine the possible LIM AUs.

Possible LIM AUs:


3.
Roy Hunt lives with his wife Becky, their son Michael (15) and their daughter Tracey (13). Becky receives SSI.

Determine the LIM AU.

LIM AU:

4.
Gina Morgan lives with her husband Robert, her child Jack (10), Robert’s daughter Melissa (8) and their mutual child Chris (3). Determine the LIM AU.

LIM AU:


LIM AU EXERCISE

Determine the LIM AU in the following situations.

1. John Jones receives LIM for himself and his son David (6). He reports his nephew Patrick (8) moved in with him. Can Patrick be added to the existing LIM case? Why?

2. Mary Cooper receives LIM for herself, her husband Roger and their children Bruce (11) and Katie (9). Ms. Cooper has been notified her SSI will begin 11/1/07. How will the LIM be affected? Whose Income and resources will be included?

3. Helen Morris receives LIM for herself, her daughter Stephanie (17) and her son Neal (14). She reports Stephanie has had a baby and would like to receive her own LIM assistance with her baby. Can Stephanie and her baby be removed from the existing LIM AU and receive LIM in a separate AU? Why?

4. Gail Turner lives with her husband Tom. Their grandchildren Ashley (4) and Amanda (6) move into the home with them. Ashley and Amanda are sisters. Mrs. Turner would like LIM for everyone if possible. Who would be included in the LIM? 

5. Tim Harris receives LIM for himself and his children Luke (9) and Tyra (11). Mr. Harris reports his younger brother, Bobby (15) has move into their home. Can Bobby be added to the existing LIM AU? Why?

6. Jamal (10) and his sister Jannette (12) live with their mother’s best friend Rachel Jordan. Who would be included in the LIM AU? Whose income and resources would be included?
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