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FS Manual 3245
The student eligibility criteria apply to the AU member if the member is:

· Age 18 through 49

· Physically and mentally able.  Must not meet FS “disabled” definition or have medical statement from physician stating that the person is unable to work.
· Enrolled at least half-time (as defined by the school)
· Attends an institution of higher education
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· A business, technical, trade or vocational school/program that normally requires a high school diploma or GED before enrollment or prior to completion of the program.
· A regular curriculum at a college/university that results in a degree, certificate or diploma regardless of whether a high school diploma is required.  

Note: Students enrolled in On-Line, CD-ROM, DVD, Hybrid classes and other courses are considered to be enrolled in an institution of higher education if the course(s) meet the above criteria.
Courses not Considered Higher Education - If a college normally requires a high school diploma or equivalency certificate (GED) but does not require either for a particular program or course, enrollment in such a program or course does not constitute enrollment in an institution of higher education. 
The following courses fall in this category:

·    English as a second language

·    High school completion and GED courses

·    Courses that are not a part of the regular college curriculum

·    A WIA program contracted by the college

·    Continuing education or skill building courses

· Extra curricula courses.
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Do you attend any school or training program?

** How many days a week do you attend?  How many hours?

** What program are you enrolled in at the school?

** Do you receive financial aid?

** If not, how did you pay for your tuition?
Verification needed:
Client statement can be accepted as verification of student status; unless it is questionable. 

Use of the Form 875 is optional; may be used to verify a student’s eligibility through the work study exemption.
Remember all educational assistance (Grants, Loans, Scholarships & Work Study) is now considered excluded income if it comes from an educational source.  It should be coded on the UINC screen as (EE) - exempt educational assistance.
Do not code Work Study income (WS) on the ERN screen, as SUCCESS will incorrectly budget this income as earned income.
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· Employed an average of 20 hours per week and paid for such employment; 
· Self-employed an average of 20 hours per week and receives gross weekly earnings at least equal to federal minimum wage times 20 hours and paid for such employment;
· Physically  and mentally unfit
· Participates in Federal/State work-study during regular school year - there is no hour requirement;
This exemption begins with the month the school term begins or the month work study was approved; whichever is later.  Exemption ends in the month the school term ends or we learn the student is no longer working.

This exemption continues when there is a break of less than one month in the school term, (unless the student continues to work during the break).
· Receives TANF 

· Participates in TANF work requirements with education as part of this plan;
· Participates in a program sponsored by WIA, JTPA, or Trade Act of 1974;
· Participates in an Employment & Training (E&T) Program with education as part of the work plan or another E&T program/activity; 
· Parent responsible for care of dependent child under age 6;
· Parent responsible for care of child age 6 but under age 12 for whom adequate child care is not available to allow the student to attend class and comply with work requirement by either working an average of 20 hours per week if employed or self-employed or by participating in a work-study program;
· Single parent attending school full-time and responsible for the care of a child under age 12.
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· The student is parent of minor child.
· When no parent is present, the student has parental control of the minor child
· Student is responsible for the physical care of the child; child does not have to be a member of the FS AU (same eligibility requirements as the caretaker work registration exemption)
Note: Only one parent in the AU can claim the status of a caretaker responsible for the dependent child.
Student status ends when the student:

· Student graduates

· Student is suspended or expelled

· Student drops out of school

· Student does not intend to register for the next normal school term

      (Excludes summer school)

If the student is FS eligible, the EW will then determine AU member’s work registration status.
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Ineligible Student

The income and resources of the ineligible student will not be considered when determining the eligibility and benefit level of the eligible AU members.
Any bills paid by the ineligible student on behalf of the AU to a third party are considered to be vendor payments.  If shelter and utility costs are paid as vendor payments by the ineligible student, the AU is not entitled to the shelter deductions.  
Any money given directly to an AU member is counted as a contribution. 

Do your parent(s) provide any support?

Do they pay any of your bills: rent, car payment, car insurance? 
Do they pay the bills directly to the company or send you the money?

Do your parents still claim you as a dependent on their tax return?

Do you have a checking account or debit card?

Do you have a recent statement?  Review statement for deposits that may indicate contributions or other income.
Educational income that is excluded in the FS budget includes the following:

· Basic Educational Opportunity Grant (BEOG)

· Pell Grant

· Federal Supplement Education Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)

· State Student Incentive Grant (SSIG)

· Federal Direct Student Loan Program (FDSLP)

· FFELP, includes Federal Direct Stafford Loan, Unsubsidized Stafford Loan, Consolidated Loan, PLUS Program 

· Federal Airlines Loan Program

· Bureau of Indian Affairs Adult Education, Higher Education, GED, Job Training and Technical School Programs

· Federal Work Study Programs

· TRIO Grants such as Upward Bound, Robert E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement, Student Support Services

· Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship

· College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP)

· High School Equivalency Program (HEP)

· National Early Intervention Scholarship and Partnership Program

· HOPE Scholarship

· Educational assistance received through the Montgomery GI Bill
This list is not all inclusive.
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Inquiry                Aliens and Students- ALAS

Month                            A123   02 23 05

Client Name   MARY COED                       Client ID  123456789

Citz  Elig  V  Doc  Spons  Country  Entry   INS #  -- Emerg Med 

      Stat       Type Alien   of Orig    Date              Ind  Bg Dt End

C

INS Auth to Work   Refugee Resettlement Agency

Student  Educ   School Name   Dep Care    Grad Date   Meals   20 hr/wk

Status     Level                            Respon       (MM/YY)    Prov     Work Req

FT            HE      Athens Tech        CH              05 06           N             Y

             (

                           ( 


                            (
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Remember the system will only run the student eligibility test on those students in higher education attending at least half-time, if the “education level” is coded (HE).  We are looking at education level and not the type of school that may be indicated by the code.

1) Ann Gates, age 17, attends Augusta State full-time (FT).  She is currently participating in a federally funded work-study program.  Is she a student by FS definition?

2) Bill Jones, age 32 is a full time student at Kennesaw State.  He receives financial aid and SSI.  Is Mr. Jones a student by FS definition?

3) Cathy Johnson, age 19, attends a local beauty school.  Her parents pay the tuition.  She dropped out of high school and the beauty school does not require a diploma for admission.  Is Ms. Johnson a student by FS definition?

4) Eugene Fry, age 19, is mentally and physically able.  He attends Valdosta State FT.  He works part-time at a local restaurant.  His hours vary between 18- 22 hours per week.  Is he an eligible student?

5) Ralph Ivey, age 34, is studying a business program at Georgia State.  He works FT, so he cannot take a full 12 hour course load.  He is taking one 4-hour class this semester.  He is physically/mentally fit.  Is Mr. Ivey a student by FS definition?

6)  Elaine Lowe, age 22, is a senior at Rhinehart College.  She has found it difficult to attend college and care for her 2-year old daughter.  However, with financial aid and child support she has been able to continue school.  Does she meet the student definition?  Is she an eligible student?

7)  Bernice Sanders, age 23, attends Athens Technical College.  She is taking class per quarter because she works FT.  Athens Tech indicates a full load is 3 classes per quarter.  Ms. Sanders is mentally and physically able.  Does she meet the student definition?  Is she an eligible student?  

8) Robert Hall, age 27, is mentally/physically able.  He attends Savannah State FT.  Mr. Hall receives financial aid, including Federal work study each semester.  Does he meet the student definition?  Is he an eligible student?

9) Fred Monroe, age 34, is taking a full load at North Georgia College.  He is finding it difficult to manage since his wife left him and their 7-year old twins.  He receives TANF and financial aid.  He is physically/mentally able.  Does he meet the student definition?  Is he an eligible student?

10)  Mr. Monroe no longer receives TANF.  In order to save money he and his children moved into the home with his parents.  Does he remain an eligible student?
Student Exercise-Answer Key
1) Ann Gates, age 17, attends Augusta State full-time (FT).  She is currently participating in a federally funded work-study program.  Is she a student by FS definition?

No – under age 18

2) Bill Jones, age 32 is a full time student at Kennesaw State.  He receives financial aid and SSI.  Is Mr. Jones a student by FS definition?

No – SSI is prima facie evidence that he is mentally and or physically unfit.

3) Cathy Johnson, age 19, attends a local beauty school.  Her parents pay the tuition.  She 

    dropped out of high school and the beauty school does not require a diploma for 

    admission.  Is Ms. Johnson a student by FS definition?

No – Beauty school does not require diploma/GED, so not considered higher education.

4) Eugene Fry, age 19, is mentally and physically able.  He attends Valdosta State FT.  He 

    works part-time at a local restaurant.  His hours vary between 18- 22 hours per week.  Is

    he an eligible student?

Yes, meets definition of student; and, is considered an eligible student because he works an average of 20 hours weekly.
5) Ralph Ivey, age 34, is studying a business program at Georgia State.  He works FT, so he 

    cannot take a full 12 hour course load.  He is taking one 4-hour class this semester.  He is 

    physically/mentally fit.  Is Mr. Ivey a student by FS definition?

No – he is not attending school at least half-time as defined by policy.

Student Exercise-Answer Key
6)  Elaine Lowe, age 22, is a senior at Rhinehart College.  She has found it difficult to attend 

     college and care for her 2-year old daughter.  However, with financial aid and child 

     support she has been able to continue school.  Does she meet the student definition?  Is   she an eligible student?

Yes, student by definition; considered an eligible student because caretaker of child under age 6.

7)  Bernice Sanders, age 23, attends Athens Technical College.  She is taking class per quarter because she works FT.  Athens Tech indicates a full load is 3 classes per quarter.  Ms. Sanders is mentally and physically able.  Does she meet the student definition?  Is she an eligible student?  

No – not considered student by definition; not attending school at least half-time.

8) Robert Hall, age 27, is mentally/physically able.  He attends Savannah State FT.  Mr. Hall  

    receives financial aid, including  Federal work study each semester.  Does he meet the 

    student definition?  Is he an eligible student?

Yes – student by definition; considered an eligible student because of work study program.

9) Fred Monroe, age 34, is taking a full load at North Georgia College.  He is finding it 

    difficult to manage since his wife left him and their 7-year old twins.  He receives TANF 

    and financial aid.  He is physically/mentally able.  Does he meet the student definition?

    Is he an eligible student?

Yes – student by definition; considered an eligible student because he is a TANF recipient. 

10)  Mr. Monroe no longer receives TANF.  In order to save money he and his children moved into the home with his parents.  Does he remain an eligible student?

Yes, remains an eligible student because he is a single parent responsible for the care of a child(ren) under age 12.
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HE- higher ed





JT- WIA participant





VT- voc/tech college


(use only for short-term program like CNA that is not higher education)





CH- child under 6





DC- under 12 with D/C





NC- under 12 with no D/C





NO- no child








Y-YES





N- NO





If the student eligibility criterion applies to the student, they must meet one of the following “exemptions” to be eligible for FS benefits:








Interview Questions:








An Institution of Higher Education


Is Defined as





Responsibility for Care of a Child
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